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obtained these positive results, consent to be led by a
doctrine which totally strikes at the root of all progress.
If this canon be just, it may be as justly applied to the
performances of legerdemain. But what is the result of
that application ? Simply that the senses of the spectator
may be deceived, but that the personality of the ingenious
actor -will not be at all affected. Thus, though the positive
performance of the miracle of Attus Naevius be denied,
his existence will be permitted. Yet here both the fable
and the fact centre in the same person. On the relative
definition of the term " historical value," let us hear the
opinion of the able translator of, and commentator upon,
the Raja Tarangini.

te I cannot refrain from repeating what I said elsewhere
(Jlaja Tarangini, vol. ii, p. 372), 1. That according to my
firm persuasion, the epoch of the commencement of the
Kali Yuga, B. c. 3102, is historical in the general sense I
attach to the term; that is, after reducing to their lowest
possible values, all the historical traditions and chrono-
logical data of the Chinese, Hindoos, Persians, Phoenicians,
Egyptians, and other nations; and, after considering and
appreciating the monuments of art, the sciences, and the
religious and political institutions, a knowledge of which
has reached us, I cannot refuse credence to this fact,
namely, that great states, highly advanced in civilisation,
existed at least 3000 years before our era. It is beyond
that limit that. I look for Rama, the hero of the
Samayuna.

" In the history of this country (Cashmere) we find
20 centuries B. c. there were religious troubles; the
religion of the Vedas is opposed to that of the Budhists."l
This opinion of Captain Troyer is amply corroborated by

l Cajrt Troyer, Paris, 1840; pub. "Soctett Asiati^ae," See Asiatic
Journal IS41.